Joint implementation Committee
of the Liberia-EU FLEGT
Voluntary Partnership Agreement

Aide Memoire

Session of the 11" Joint Implementation Committee, June 17-24, 2024,
Monrovia

Introduction

1.

The 11" Joint Implementation Committee (JIC) meeting to oversee the implementation of the
FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between Liberia and the European Union (EU)
was held in Monrovia from June 17-24, 2024. The meeting was co-chaired by Hon. Philip
Parker IV, Chair of the Board of Directors, Forestry Development Authority (FDA) and Chair of
the Liberia Implementation Committee (LIC) for the Republic of Liberia, and Ambassador Nona
Deprez, Head of the EU Delegation to Liberia for the EU. For the technical discussions the co-
chairs were supported and represented by Hon. Rudolph Merab, Managing Director of the
FDA, and Montse Pantaleoni, Team Leader of the Green Team at the EU Delegation. A full list
of participants is attached as Annex 1 of this Aide Memoire.

The Managing Director of the FDA welcomed all participants to this 11th JIC and hoped for
fruitful discussions looking at what has been done so far and how we can move forward to
implement the VPA. He also introduced the members of the LIC.

In his opening remarks, the Chair of the Board of Directors of the FDA, joined the FDA
Managing Director and the members of the LIC in welcoming everyone to this 11th JIC and
hoping for informative deliberations. He called for positive actions to accelerate the reaching
of three major VPA objectives: the full implementation of the timber legality assurance system,
the implementation of legal reforms to enhance forest governance and the issuance of Forest
Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) licenses. Hon. Parker said that the
issuance of FLEGT licenses must be a priority as the VPA entered into force more than ten
years ago, and it has taken too long to reach where we are in the process. He then proposed
December 31, 2026 as a target date to start issuing FLEGT licenses.

In her opening remarks Ambassador Nona Deprez thanked the support team for the
preparations done for this year's JIC and looked forward to collaborating to strengthen the
forest sector, ensuring its long-term sustainability, improving its governance and unlocking its
economic, environmental and social potential. The Ambassador took stock of the
implementation of the VPA and reflected on a decade-long VPA partnership during which
Liberia and the EU strengthened their dialogue to allow honest and frank discussions on forest
sector successes, challenges, and delays. She acknowledged that there is still much more to
do to meet the objectives set so far and emphasized the need for continued hard work. She
reminded of the EU Global Gateway strategy that focusses on climate change, biodiversity,
sustainability and securing supply chains and pointed out that EU consumers no longer want
their consumption to lead to deforestation elsewhere. In response, the EU passed the
Regulation on deforestation free products, which aims to avoid deforestation and degradation
caused by the production of commodities including timber, rubber, palm oil, cacoa and their




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































